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MMark Your Calendar

Monthly Luncheon - Friday February 27, 1:00, The
Ale House , Upstairs.

Board Meeting — Tuesday, March 3, 5:15, Whidbey
Island Bank Conference Room.

In this issue, we’ll lay out the 2009 events, as th ey are known from this distance.
First is a list of the San Juan Pilots get-together s, followed by a couple of other

major destinations.
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June 9 — Pot Luck and Annual Meeting . The SJPA Board has decided to move the annual
meeting from February to June. Since the meeting is our big business event of the year, and
election of board members, it’s likely that a June date will give more members the opportunity
to be there.

July 11 — Two Bobs BBQ at Roche Harbor . Bob Brunkow and Bob Miller will host the second
of what we hope will become an annual SIPA event. Hopefully, they've cleared it with wives
Lori Miller and Carol Marston, who did plenty of the heavy lifting, last year. Last year’s early
June date provided perfect weather, although just in time. This July date is guaranteed CAVU.
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Events (Cont'd)

August 8 — Annual Picnic at Dodie’s
Hangar.

Every member’s chance to hang out it
Dodie’s legendary hangar, get a free
burger, eyeball some interesting
aircraft, and judge every landing at
Friday Harbor Airport.

December 5 — Christmas Party, San Juan Island Yacht  Club. After rave reviews from all
who attended, the Yacht Club has been reserved for the 2009 Christmas Party.

. and, yOU’re Invited! Watch your mail this week for your official

“Invitation to renew” your membership to the San Jua n Pilots Assn. If you have not
already sent your check, President Tom Schramm will be sending you a reminder. And,
the good news is — your SJPA board voted to keepth e dues at a low $20 .

That'’s right, friends. You can enjoy all the above for not a penny more, save the
occasional “covered dish” and bottle of Two-Buck Chu ck, for each potluck you attend.
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Events (Cont'd)

February 21 & 22 —

The Gallop to Puyallup

Tvade Show

February 21 & 22

AOPA'’s new President and CEO, Craig Fuller will be on hand to discuss the State of General
Aviation, and the weekend will be packed with exhibitors and seminars.

A great chance to blow the cobwebs out of the old checkbook, this great mid-winter show also
features great speakers, including Jonathan Greenway, Chief Flight Instructor | AOPA Safety
Foundation, Fred Abrams , nationally known aviation lecturer, humorist, and veteran instrument
instructor, Johnny D. Summers , Ph.D. FAA Designated Pilot Examiner, airline pilot, academic,
and aviation consultant, Bruce Williams , who worked on six versions of Microsoft Flight
Simulator during a 15-year career at Microsoft, and Doug Ritter , authority on the unexpected
transition from pilot to hiker (or swimmer), will have different programs on Saturday and
Sunday. Saturday is Personal Survival Gear for Pilots. Sunday is Essentials of Ditching and
Water Survival.

99s Flying Companions Seminar - This seminar is designed for the non-pilot spouse, friend,
or business traveler who would like to learn more about flying and become a more comfortable,
helpful passenger, especially in an emergency situation.

Weather Workshop - Anyone who completed the Workshop by attending all three seminars
received credits toward the Advanced level of the WINGS - Pilot Proficiency Program.

IA Renewal - The NWACA&TS is offering a track of seminars that qualify for 1A renewal.

For a complete schedule, the web site is http://www.washington-aviation.org/

July 8-12 EAA Arlington

We're still viewing this date through the “heavy lenses”, but it's worth putting on the calendar.
The best show this side of Sun N Fun, Arlington will again feature seminars, static displays, air
shows, military, Warbirds, etc. For all the info, go to http://www.nweaa.org/
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Feb 10 Potluck

Starring Lee Brewer

A native Washingtonian, Lee Brewer had
his first airplane ride at Boeing Field. It was
in the 1930’s, and it cost $2. He was drafted
in 1943 and ended up in the Army Air Force,
as a B-29 navigator, and saw combat duty in
the Marianas Islands, and flying bombing
and mine-laying missions in Japan and
Korea. After the war, he came home, went
to school, got married, and built a house. :
Re-entering the Air Force in 1951, Lee flew 100 F-86 missions in he Korean War, and
instructed at Nellis AFB.

Lee has built a Benson Gyrocopter, and has owned a Cessna 150, Ryan PT-22 and a Tiger
Moth. The PT-22 was lost on a residential street landing in Anacortes.

He raised two children, built a house and log cabin on San Juan Island, and sailed a beautiful
boat.

. Dodie Gann introduced Lee, and commented that Ernie always
lusted for Lee’s boat.

The next scheduled Potluck is
June 9", at the fire station. It will
be the annual meeting of the
San Juan Pilots Association.
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‘9 \\ 4 A\

We have asked long-time Friday Harbor Airport Manager, Pat Mayo to relate some old
stories from his many years “in the tower”. The following is the first we were able to
pry from him.

One hot summer afternoon
back in August of ‘91, you
would have found Phil and me
staring at something with our
binoculars. We were looking
at some kind of sphere
shaped object coming from
the Griffin Bay area, and
heading straight for our very
active runway!! This UFO was
at about 200" AGL, heading
NW at around 8 knots, and
approaching airport property!
It's hard to tell the size of a
sphere when they are some
distance away.

We notified local traffic of the %
situation, put on fire fighting eqmpment and drove to the emergency stagmg area, just as the
object passed over the airport’s security fence, and was

now approaching our runway safety area. Aircraft were now circling over the airport, waiting for
the outcome, and we had 4 a/c stopped on Taxiway A, also waiting for the outcome!! Phil and |
drove up to 50’ of the object, and then got out of the fire truck, and carefully walked slowly to
this object, which was now hovering about 1’ AGL over the middle of taxiway A.As we
approached, we could see that the object was round, silver in color, with no visible seams, or
rivets or fittings of any kind.

Finally, as we stood looking down at this thing, with relief and smiles, we saw a symbol of hope
for the future of mankind on earth- a S|gnl Because there in front of us, was a balloon 4’ in
diameter, with the words, “Susie’s 4" Birthday Party,” written on its side!

So it was only a little yard ape’s birthday party balloon that caused all this mayhem?!!
After advising to traffic the problem was fixed, and with great dignity, Phil picked up the balloon,

and | placed my fire jacket over it, and we carefully put this round thing in back of our fire truck,
and drove off with as much dignity befitting something special is afoot, and left the area, without
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As the Beacon Turns (cont'd)

saying another word. All this took place while a dozen, pilots here and there, were watched
from hot cockpits, while this drama played out.

Years after this event, every once in a while, a pilot would ask, “what did you find that day on
the taxiway so many years ago?” Phil would answer, “We would like to help you with that
guestion but the government reminded us that we saw nothing that day, and that we never took
any object off any taxiway at anytime, and it must have been another airport crew from some
place, sneaking into this airport, while we weren't looking. Or you could call it an air force flair,
which works every time, and not a UFO. So sorry, but we know nothing about what ever you're
talking about.”

| added, “The government said if we talked to anyone about this non-event, we might end up in
a labor camp in central Siberia!"

End of story.
Pat Mayo

Friday Harbor Celebrates 100 ™ Anniversary

...entire bagpipe and drum corps ‘ e'g' e ™ S
are members of the San Juan e
Pilots Assn!

In a small, albeit tasteful
representation, Pat Mayo (pictured
left, wearing kilts), and Bob
Brunkow (right, but not always)
take a well-deserved break,
following their march down Spring
Street.

The}h/ have already signed up for the
200" birthday, and are negotiating
for their talent fees in advance.
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Keep the Dirty Side Down — And the Arrows Pointing up

Once upon a time, (last December) a
multi-1,000 hour ATP (Tom
Schramm ) surrendered to an icy
highway, ending up doing some
impressive “ground-o-batics” in his
truck.

When one is half-way between
Portland and Boise, with a truck
wrapped tightly around his golf clubs,
the next several days are the measure
of a man, and the stuff that drove the
pioneers, perhaps.

When the only way to Boise is the
Greyhound, and their local phone
doesn’t answer, it writes its own lyrics
for a country song (perhaps sung by
the Sons of the Pioneers). | forget, are they still dead? But I digress.

Fast forward to approximately now. Tom'’s golf clubs are back in the bag storage at the San Juan
Golf Club, and with the involuntary rebending of the shafts, his fairway shots can occasionally be
found. More importantly, he has a brand new truck, exactly like the old truck.

And, thanks to SJPA Board member Mike Taylor , Tom’s new truck even has a reminder of which
end is supposed to be up.

Fuel Update — The latest local pump prices as of February

Friday Harbor 5.00 | Orcas 5.94
Anacortes 4.20 | Skagit — Viajet 3.77
Bellingham — Texaco - SS 4.21 | Port Angeles 4.30
Seattle — BFI Wings Aloft — Full 4.32 | Arlington — Castle & Cook 3.69
Service! (FS)

Everett — Castle & Cook (SS) 3.73 | Port Townsend 3.99

San Juan Pilots Association 2008 board : President — Tom Schramm, Vice
President —Bob Brunkow, Secretary —Tom Eades, Treasurer — Dan DeShon,
Jonathan Taylor, Fred Schumacher, Bob Miller, Mike Taylor, Stuart Hansen.




