
 1 

 March 2008 

The Monthly Newsletter of 

The San Juan Pilots Assn 

P.O. Box 874  

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
www.sanjuanpilots.com 

 

 
 
 

A Brief History of the San Juan Pilots 
For those of us who have become members in the current century, it may be news that the San Juan 
Pilots Assn was started by Friday Harbor attorney Carla Higginson , nearly 20-years ago.  We asked 
her to write about our beginnings and some of the organization’s early accomplishments 

 
     
 
 By Carla Higginson 
 

 In 1987, the Friday Harbor Airport was under 
attack.  A lawsuit had been filed by a group of 
people living in the vicinity of the airport claiming 
that there was too much air traffic.  The Port of 
Friday Harbor seemed about to give in politically 
to this group and there was no one speaking to 
the need to have a viable airport in our       
community.  I felt strongly that this should be 
addressed and so called a meeting of local pilots.  
The first meeting was held on November 13, 1987 
which 33 people attended. Thus, the San Juan 
Pilots Association was formed.    
 
I was the first president and served as not only the president but the sole officer and director for the 
first five years of the organization’s existence.  I resigned effective July 10, 1992 due to the time 
constraints of my law practice but have remained continuously as the volunteer attorney for the 
association.  I also served at various times as a board member and for a term as vice president. 
 
We had speakers on winter flying, FAA, NAS Whidbey on radar operations in Whidbey air space, 
Seattle on radar operations in Seattle airspace, Seattle Flight Service, a light aircraft flight from 
England to Australia, pilot responsibilities for aircraft maintenance records, flying in Canadian 
airspace (Transport Canada speaker), avoiding FAR violations and FAA enforcement issues, flying in 
and out of high altitude fields, 

       There’s a new Friday Harbor Airport webcam, thanks to John Lackey .  Visit his web site      
www.sanjuanisland.com and look for the thumbnails at the bottom.  Both Friday Harbor and Roche Harbor 
Airport cams are included, which gives us a pretty good look at the sky cover on both sides of the island. 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
 
Monthly Luncheon  – Friday, May 30, 1:00, Jimmies 
Paradise (Bowling Alley). 
 
Board Meeting  – Tuesday, May 6, 5:15, Whidbey 
Island Bank Conference Room.   
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Carla Higginson (Cont’d) 
 
 
Events: 
 
- Open house for 4th graders. 
- Elementary school airport tour. 
- Placed flight training tapes in Friday Harbor High School library for students’ use. 
- Open house at airport. 
- Fly-outs. 
- Good Samaritan flights. 
 
 
SJPA Accomplishments: 
 
Commented to FAA on configuration of the airport traffic area for Navy Whidbey. 
 
Commented to Port on the staffing of the unicom and obtaining an automated weather reporting 
system. 
 
Commented to Port on acquiring additional land for hangars and tie-downs & worked with Port to 
create a joint committee of pilots and those opposed to the airport expansion which ultimately paved 
the way for the private construction of hangars at the airport and resulted in consensus between the 
groups on the proposed airport master plan/expansion. 
 
Commented to Port on establishing an airport advisory committee. 
 
Successfully opposed establishment of a control tower at FH airport. 
 
Successfully opposed a landing fee for general aviation aircraft at FH airport. 
 
Commented to Port on whether to move or decommission the NDB. 
 
Commented to Port on proposed airport rules & regulations.  
 
Commented to Port on airport pattern. 
 
Commented to FAA on a proposed rule that IFR traffic would need to be VFR until reaching assigned 
altitude. 
 
Developed noise abatement procedures to recommend to the Port for adoption, which are still in use 
today, including form letters to be sent to pilots who violated the voluntary procedures and neighbors 
who complained about noise issues.  Established a noise abatement committee to monitor noise 
issues and to recommend procedures for further noise abatement. 
 
Urged the Port & the FAA to obtain a the frequency change to a common unicom frequency for the 
islands and Anacortes and obtained support of virtually all airports and commercial operators for that 
change. 
 
Monitored Port Commission meetings regarding issues of concern to the flying community. 
 
Partnered with Islands Oil Spill Association to spot oil spills. 
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Carla Higginson (Cont’d) 
 
 
Opposed hangar rent increases. 
 
Opposed day user fees. 
 
Requested creation of a wash rack for aircraft at airport. 
 
Opposed a noise control ordinance which would have impacted flight operations. 
 
Created a public relations committee to improve public perception of the airport. 
 
 
 
 
The Administration: 
 
 
The first directors were elected on August 7, 1992: Frank Brame, Roz Casad, Jim Casad, Ed Browne, 
Paul Dossett, John Geyman, myself, John Owens & Bill Gesswein.   
 

Presidents:  Myself    1987 - 1992 
  Frank Brame   1992 - 1994 
  John Owens  1994 - 1995 
  Marty Stewart  1995 - 1996  
  Sid Smith  1996 - 1997   
  Don Craddock  1997 - 1998 
  Bruce Moorad  1998 - 1999 
  Dick Rich  1999 - 2000 
  Al Commins  2000 - 2001 
  Joe Gargiulo   2001 

Jonathan Taylor  2001- 2002  
  Ray Bigler  2003 - 2005 
  Tom Schramm  2005 - 2006 
  John Volk  2006 

John Geyman   2006 - 2007  
  Tom Schramm  2007 - 2008 
 
 
The organization was incorporated as a formal Washington non-profit corporation on March 11, 1993. 
 
Current life members: Myself, Roy Franklin, Dodie Gann, Lainey Volk, and June Stewart. 
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Here are some photos of those mentioned above.  Our apologies to those photos are missing. 
We do the best we can with our truly incompetent staff. 
 
 

   
Frank and Sandra Brame   Don and BJ Craddock 

 
 

                 
  Jonathan Taylor    Shirley and John Owens  
 

             
 Lainey and John Volk     Sid Smith 
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  John Geyman       Al Commins, his car and Tom Schramm 
 
 

          
   John Volk, again.  Editorial privilege               Ray Bigler 
 
 
 

         
Current president Tom Schramm.  Two photos.  One in the desert, the other on short final  
for the beer cooler. 

 
 



 6 

 San Juan Pilots Assn     April 2008 
 
 
New members 
 
 
 
KC Smith  joins our ranks.  A Stuart Islander since the mid-70’s, KC still lives in Seattle, but spends 
most of the summer at Stuart Island.  And like many of us, he is drawn to many things with spark 
plugs.  In addition to his Cessna 172XP, he rides to work on a Honda Goldwing, and has just added 
a 21-foot aluminum North River Seahawk boat, for those emergency runs to the Roche Harbor 
store. 
 
 
   
 
Bert and  Dustin Gelderman  are new father 
and son members.  You may have seen the 
airplane.  It’s hard to miss, or forget.  Bert and 
his father built this Lancair Legacy.  This 230 
knot rocket sits two people behind a Continental 
Teledyne IO 550, and Chelton Avionics. 
 
They have owned Spoon River Ranch, on 
Roche Harbor Road, since 1980.  Bert shares 
his island time with their ranch at Malo, WA.  
Bert, now 56, is instrument rated for single 
engine land and sea. 
 

   
 
Son Dustin earned his ticket as a WSU student, 
including multi engine and instrument.  He 
graduated last Spring and is currently working on 
his commercial and CFI, while working in 
construction on San Juan Island.  He hopes to be 
instructing in Friday Harbor soon. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dr Chic Wilson  is a Pearl Island resident, with a half-time home in Seattle, where he has a medical 
practice.  He commutes with a 172 on floats. 
 
 
 
Welcome to all of you! 
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Future Events 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
 

Tuesday, May 13 – Potluck , Fire Station, 6pm, featuring well-known Bonanza Proficiency 
Instructor, George Luck . He’ll tell and show us his Flight Test Work for the Air Force, 
including an incredible no-flap landing in a heavily loaded B-52, featuring a 15,000 foot 
roll-out.  Not to be missed. 
 
Friday, June 6 –  Hangar Party , 6:30p.  Come see the Roche Harbor fireworks, courtesy 
of the Bayliner Rendezvous, at the big green hangar on Cessna Ave.  Hangar partners 
Bob Brunkow and Bob Miller  host.  Watch your email for more details. 
 
Tuesday, Aug 12  - Potluck , Fire Station, 6pm, Program TBA. 
 
 

 
  
Gathering of Warbirds, Olympia, Fathers Day, June 14-15 
 

 

Arlington Fly-In    July 9 - 13 
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Preservation Trust Seeking Volunteer Pilots 

Once again the Preservation Trust is ready to document its latest successes through aerial photos. 
They are looking for interested pilots, in the coming weeks, to take their photographer up to shoot 
some of their protected properties – more than 20 last year. If you’d like to volunteer, you can call 
Sven, and he will connect you with Kurt Thorson and perhaps another photographer. 
  
 
Sven Haarhoff  
Director of Charitable Giving 
  
THE SAN JUAN PRESERVATION TRUST 
Box 327 Lopez Island, WA 98261-0327 
Tel: 360.378.2461  Cell: 360-298-4237  Fax: 360.378.2471 
Email: svenh@sjpt.org 
Web: www.sjpt.org 

 

Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices as of April 

 

  

 
 
 

 
Note:  These prices are generally from Airnav.com.  If you have any  
additions or changes, or would like to add an airport to the list, let us know.   

 
 
 

 

 
 
San Juan Pilots Association 2007 board :   President – Tom Schramm, Vice 
President –Bob Brunkow,  Secretary –Tom Eades, Treasurer – Dan DeShon, 
Jonathan Taylor, Fred Schumacher, Bob Miller,  Mike Taylor, Stuart Hansen. 

Friday Harbor 5.20 Orcas 5.20 
Anacortes 4.89 Skagit – 

Viajet 
4.79 

Bellingham – 
Air BP & Texaco  

4.99 Blaine 4.92 

Boeing- 
Wings Aloft 

5.52 Arlington - 
Fliteline 

4.91 

Everett – Jet 
Center 

4.89 Port 
Townsend 

4.97 

Dave Ross at Aeronautical adds that private card holders save an additional 10 cents at 
KFHR and KORS. 


