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SJPA Board Member Receives 
FAA Fire Training  
  
Pilots Association Secretary and Friday Harbor 
Assistant Fire Chief Tom Eades  has completed a 40-
hour class in Air Crash Rescue in Firefighting (ARFF). 
 
The class, presented by ARFF Training Concepts of 
Everett, dealt heavily with requirements for airport 
firefighting, aircraft construction, and safety concerns 
for both aircraft occupants and the responders.  By 
taking the course, Eades will receive FAA certification 
as a "Basic ARFF Firefighter." 
 

A highlight for Tom was the live-fire training; held at North Bend:  "We spent the morning working 
with hose lines on a simulated helicopter, with heavy fire showing.  There were only four students, 
so we each got to work as nozzle man, as back up, and we swapped positions between the two 
hose teams.  In the afternoon, we moved to vehicle operations, extinguishing flammable liquid 
fires utilizing a 40-ton Oshkosh crash vehicle. The instructor told me he wished he had a better 
camera, as he's never seen a smile that wide." 
 
Tom says his training represents early steps toward more effective Airport response from the 
Friday Harbor Fire Department.  "We have one of the busiest general aviation airports in the 
state, and it's a non-towered airport at that.  But most of the island's firefighters have spent very 
little time around airplanes.  The Town of Friday Harbor is legally responsible for responding to 
the airport in a timely fashion, yet the station is located almost a mile away.  The primary 
emphasis in training on the island is on structural fires.  Aircraft firefighting involves different 
response philosophies, involving a quicker attack, and maintaining the mobility of your 
apparatus." 
 
Tom adds his instructors pointed out that if an aircraft has a problem in the air, the pilot will look 
for the nearest spot to put it down--no matter if the airport is meant to handle that size of plane.  It 
is well within possibility that a jetliner with dozens of people aboard could make an unscheduled 
visit to Friday Harbor; and it's up to the folks responsible to be prepared when it happens.   
 
Eades says new Town Fire Chief Vern Long is very interested in improving response to the 
airport; plans are underway to offer more airport-specific training to local firefighters, and to 
eventually have ARFF-trained personnel staged at the airport during daylight operations; 
especially during busy summer months. 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
 
Potluck  – May 22, Fire Station 
 
 
Monthly Luncheon  – May 25, 1:00, Golf Course. 
 
 
Board Mtg  – June 5, 5:15, FHR Unicom Building.   
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Events 
 
"Density Altitude & Mountain Flying"  
Topic: How to fly in a High Density Altitude Environment 
On Saturday, May 19, 2007 at 1:00 PM 
Location:  Regal Air, 10217 31st Ave West, Hangar C-51, Payne Field,  Everett 
   

�Potluck – May 22, 5:30, Fire Station - Program will be Robert Hamilton, 
John Rutter, and Sandy Allen of Seattle Avionics , makers of Voyager flight 
software.� �� � ��������	�
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Next Luncheon – May 25, 1:00, Golf Course. 

 
     

July 10 , Overnighting at Roche Harbor 
 
SJPA member Stu MacPherson ’s Travelair 
4000 (pictured below) will be one of about a 
dozen vintage biplanes spending the night at 
Roche Harbor Airport. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

    
 
 
 
 
These are five of the expected biplanes.  More next month, if possible. 

Ken Horwitz  and his 
1935 Cabin  WACO  

Robert Patrick    McCall, ID                             
Taperwing WACO  

 

Peter van Schoonhoven     Battle 
Ground, WA       Bucker Jungmann  

 

Sam Dodge     Seattle                              
1931 Bunner Winkle Bird   
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Time to Spare?  Go by Air 
 
 

It’s story with which every flying family can ident ify.  This is 
a flying adventure with John and Lainey Volk  -  December 27, 
2003 - January 4, 2004, as told by Lainey, and her loyal 
editorial assistant, Xena. 
  
 

John and I decided we really both wanted and needed to attend 
my sister, Kim’s wedding on January 1st.  Since we had not had 
any sea adventures this year, it seemed we should at least fly in 
our little white with red Cessna 172, for a cross country trip. We 
had plenty of time to stop and visit friends along the way and see 
many small airports as an adventure. 
  
On the December 27th we left home around noon. We departed 

Friday Harbor on a quiet Saturday afternoon and headed to Boeing Field where we could stop into 
the flight shop and purchase some much needed charts for the trip. John planned this next leg for 
Portland, OR so we might visit with friends in the middle of that state. It was cloudy, so we knew we 
were into some real IFR conditions. 
 
As we headed out, we found ourselves flying in the clouds while in communication with Seattle 
Center. About an hour into the flight we heard a commercial airliner on the frequency trying to get 
around the icing conditions he was encountering. He was south of us, but I am not sure where or 
what his destination was to be. According to Seattle Center there seemed to be no way around the 
ice. This conversation caused me to look out at our wheels, where I noticed ice building up. Ice on 
the wheels, surely means ice is on the wings as well. Flying can become more difficult as the plane 
loses maneuverability.  John got on the radio to report such and request a diversion to Olympia. 
Seattle Center acknowledged this and passed us onto another frequency, where they turned us 
back to Boeing Field. We phoned daughter Cristine, in nearby Federal Way, to use her spare 
bedroom for the night. When we turned the cell phone on there was a message from our friends 
saying that they were concerned as to where we might be as the snow was falling so heavily. We 
were very thankful to be able to stay at our daughter’s home nearby. 
  
On the 28th we decided on a fresh plan to avoid ice. We would run along the coast where the 
ocean will keep ice from developing, but to do this we have to fly at such lower altitudes that we 
cannot file IFR. The weather was rainy and a low heavy cloud layer prevented us from being able to 
take off until nearly lunch time. Now we are flying between the clouds and the ground or sea. We 
flew first to Astoria, OR as a fuel stop. Then as we headed down the coast the mist and cloud grew 
heavier. The coastline is more rugged here having no beaches, only cliffs dropping off to the sea.  
 
As we neared our next destination, Newport, OR, we encountered a sudden lack of visibility. John 
immediately turned further over the sea where we could get turned around safely. With visibility 
returned, we headed back to Astoria to wait out the weather. We phoned our friends and learned 
they had now 18 inches of new snow. We decided not to try central Oregon until our return trip.  
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Astoria has a great maritime museum we enjoyed and we walked in the rain about the empty 
streets. When we turned on the news we learned that I-5 was essentially a parking lot due to the 
bad weather. There were over 500 cars stuck on the freeway by the heavy and rapidly falling snow. 
We were pleased to have chosen to fly rather than drive and happy to be safe on the ground in this 
stormy weather 
 
 
 

             
  

 
 
The 29th dawned with clear skies so we actually got an early start. We made Newport, refueled, 
went to North Bend enjoyed lunch, again fueled the plane and continued to follow the coast. The 
long stretches of beach were punctuated by dramatic rock and cliffs, what a grand view this was. 
We spent much of our flight at altitudes of 1500 to 3500 feet. I looked down to the water below just 
at the right moment to catch a large gray colored whale breeching. What a magnificent sight this 
was from the above. We heard another plane on our radio, at a higher altitude, having difficulty with 
ice. Our weather shortly turned gray with heavy rains, and once again we were forced to stop short 
of our destination. We landed at Arcata, CA and stayed the night in Eureka. We made the most of 
this stop by taking in a movie version of a book we had both enjoyed, Cold Mountain. 
  
The 30th provided us with fair weather in which to leave. We stopped in Monterey for lunch and fuel 
and enjoyed the local FBO. After being unable to locate anyone we knew in that area we flew onto 
Oxnard and the family gathering. The weather turned warm. The sun heated the cockpit and flying 
over the water we enjoyed watching dolphins jump and play at sea. We could not identify them from 
so high. 
             
The following few days were filled with visiting family and friends. Kim’s wedding was a wonderful 
first event in the new year.  Held outdoors in sunshine and warmth, the ceremony was followed by a 
b-b-q. The next morning, Jan 2nd, we headed north and hoped to visit our friends in the bay area 
and central Oregon. Well, that had been our intent! We spent until 3:00 PM waiting out weather for 
an opening that would get us out of town. We were only able to get a short distance up the coast to 
Santa Maria. Santa Maria has a hotel right on the field and we parked our plane outside our 
window. There was even a high end restaurant in the hotel on the field.  
  
The morning of the 3rd we finally got to visit some of our bay area friends, but now we were running 
so late that we were only able to stay long enough to share lunch. We kept hearing weather reports 
that a big storm was headed for home and we hoped to get there ahead of the storm. As we  
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headed for Red Bluff we flew inland to avoid military areas along the coast. At Red Bluff we found 
little help from flight services for planning our travel. They told John he ought to just stay put rather 
than seek alternate destinations. After calling airports directly we learned where there were VFR 
conditions so we headed for Medford, OR. En route the weather changed causing us to divert for 
Klamath Falls. Although we had good visibility at Klamath Falls, we could not get over the 
mountains beneath the clouds. If we went over the clouds to clear the mountains we might not get 
back under them before the airport, so we turned back yet again and stopped for the night in 
Redding. Here we caught up with friends we had not seen in probably 12 years. What a great 
diversion this one turned out to be.  
  
Leaving Redding on the 4th we headed back out to the coast. Getting there was a bit challenging. 
We circled up through an opening in the clouds to 11,000 feet and overflew mountains that we 
could not see. Once we reached the coast we stopped at Crescent City to take on more fuel. We 
knew we were doing well for getting home ahead of the storm. Though visibility was sometimes 
hampered when flying through squalls, we could always see. There were numerous fishing boats 
out working that I enjoyed watching. We spotted several whales swimming just under the surface. 
We headed for Hoquiam to get fuel, lunch and another different airport. We got quite the scare 
when our left wing tank ran out of fuel. The silence in the plane when the fuel ran out was 
deafening. The area below us offered no beaches for a landing. The mountains below were not at 
all reassuring in offering a safe haven should we need to glide to a stop. It seems that John wrote 
down the time to change tanks, but did not actually make the change! He quickly turned to the other 
fuel tank and we discussed how he could have made such an error. That was an excitement I could 
have lived without.  
 

   
 
At Hoquiam the runway was covered in snow and ice. Just the same the sight was welcome. After 
refueling we headed to lunch at the diner. Our next stop is home to Friday Harbor.  
  
En route home we crossed over the Olympic mountains. Again nature offered us a spectacular 
view. Arriving home, we found the runway to be a bit icy, but wonderful to have under us.  
 
 The trip down and back was originally plotted to take 16 hours, but we spent 26 hours flying. The 
storm that approached would be 36 hours behind us and we were home safe and warm when the 
snow began falling. During the trip we spent much of our time in hotels and FBOs watching weather 
channels and on the phone or computer checking weather.  This is ever so different from the efforts 
of sailing in stormy seas. What a way to end and begin the year!  We saw 14 airports, and turned 
back or diverted 4 times 
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SJPA member Mary Ellen Courtney  notes an Associated Press article 
about KTIW. Titled “Small state airports surviving on taxes,” the piece points 
out that the airport has gotten millions in FAA funding. 
 
While local officials search for a private operator to take the Tacoma Narrows 
Airport off their hands, the Federal Aviation Administration has paid more 
than $7 million to keep the small airport open to corporate traffic. 

"Basically, if we didn't get this FAA grant, it's a matter of time before the 
airport goes away," said Mike Slevin, the Tacoma city facilities manager who helps oversee 
Tacoma Narrows. 

The national program has distributed $7.1 billion to airports of all sizes since 2005, the AP found - 
including about $2.2 billion for small airports with little or no passenger service. 

According to AP, “At Tacoma Narrows, the major AIP program is a tunnel to route a road under the 
airport's safety buffer zone. 

Without the tunnel, which is expected to eventually cost more than $14 million, the airstrip would 
have to be shortened by 1,000 feet.” 

The story also mentioned Thun Field, Skagit and Port Townsend as recipients of FAA funds in the 
past two years. 

Meanwhile, Washington State Dept of Transportation has launched the Washington State Long-
Term Air Transportation Study (LATS), http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/LATS.htm.  For those of 
you who are not getting automatic updates, this is a Washington State law, passed in 2005, which 
will determine our needs … to be primarily funded by FAA grants. 
 
Without getting political, airports like Blaine, are getting voted out of existence routinely, despite the 
best works and wishes of pilots, AOPA, the FAA and WSDOT. 
 
Mary Ellen’s sign-off speaks volumes, as she says, “Makes me tired”. 
 
 

 
 

 
Pilot Shortage at Airlines 
 
SJPA member, Farhad Ghatan  passes on a copy of a Seattle PI story, which reports that the 
world’s supply of jetliners is expected to double by 2025.  According to the story, “More than 
17,000 new pilots will be needed each year just for the new planes that will be delivered from 
2006 to 2025. Even more will be needed to fill the seats of retiring pilots.”  Farhad commented, 
“No wonder Dan (DeShon) is doing so well!” 
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New Member 
 
Those who have been members for a while will remember Ken 
Nilsson .  When asked for a photo of himself and his plane, we got 
two photos, and the following unedited response. 
 
Hi Fred.  At the moment I’m in Beijing, China.  I don’t have a photo 
of the plane and me together but I’ve attached one of each.   As for 
something about me, I’m one of those guys who just can’t seem to 
get a passing grade in Retirement 101.  So I divide my time among 
a few boards and projects that keep me busy.  My wife Lesley and 
I spend part of the year on the island at Mitchell Bay and part of 
the time in Carmel, California.  Some years ago (probably a 
decade ago I think) I was member of the Association but dropped out after we sold our plane.  Now 
that I’ve picked up another plane I’m happy to be back among fellow Island pilots. 

 
Kind regards,  
Ken 
 
 
And, for those of us whose flying machines pre-
date the Carter administration, we are very 
impressed with a craft coming off a new 
assembly line. 
 

 
 
 

Familiar Sight 

 
This month’s offering from Bob Tauscher .  He guessed we’d all know the location. I guess 
anyone who’s ever reported,  “Anacortes traffic, Bugsmasher 123, Thatcher Pass,” would be in 
the ballpark 

Ken’s new Mooney Ovation comes off the line. 
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John Volk Memorial Scholarship 
 
The mechanism for funding the above is completed.  It flows through the San Juan Island 
Community Foundation.   If you’d like to help out, you can make your check out to the following:  
SJICF on behalf of the John Volk Memorial Scholarship, P.O.  Box 1352, Friday Harbor 98250. 

 
 

Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices as of May 11 

 

 

Note:  Dave Ross at Aeronautical adds that private card holders save an additional 8 cents. 

          

Friday Harbor   4.60  Bellingham – Air BP & Texaco  (SS)  4.20 

Arlington – Fliteline (SS)   4.35  Blaine     4.42 
 
Anacortes   3.96  Paine – Fliteline (SS)   4.43 

Skagit  (Viajet Texaco)  4.17  Lynden (December price)   3.63 

Orcas    4.60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
San Juan Pilots Association 2007 board :   President – Tom Schramm, Vice President -John Geyman,  
Secretary –Tom Eades, Treasurer – Bob Brunkow, Richard Babbit, Fred Schumacher, Pat Mayo,  Arthur 
Miller and Dan DeShon. 
 


