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  May 2009 

The Monthly Newsletter of 

The San Juan Pilots Assn 

P.O. Box 874  

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
www.sanjuanpilots.com 

 

 

It’s the Annual Meeting 
June 9  – Pot Luck and Annual Meeting .  In addition to our 
normal get-together and annual business, Bill and K atia Robinson will 
present -  
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Their program covers five expeditions to the high Arctic, including four with their Cessna T210. 
Their travels included visits to dozens of Inuit settlements, hiking and climbing on Ellesmere 
and Baffin islands, and 11 first ascents in the British Empire Range at 82 degrees north.  Join 
us for an evening of adventure, fun, beauty and drama in the Far North. 

 
NEW ADDITION – New FHR Airport Manager and SJPA member, Dave Ryan , has agreed to 
spend a little time talking about his previous assignment, airport manager at Midway Island. 
 
Don’t forget to bring some food to share, your favorite beverage, silverware, plates, etc.   

Mark Your Calendar  
 
Monthly Luncheon  – Friday May 29, 1:00, The Golf 
Course . 
 
Board Meeting  – Tuesday, June 2, 5:15, Whidbey 
Island Bank Conference Room.   
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Events (cont’d) 

July 11  – Two Bobs Potluck at Roche Harbor .   

 

Bob Brunkow  and Bob 
Miller  will host the 
second of what we 
hope will become an 
annual SJPA event.  
This year, everyone 
who asked what they 
could bring, can bring 
something to share, as 
well as all the usual 
plates, silverware and 
favorite beverage. 

 

 

August 8  – Annual Picnic at Dodie’s Hangar .   
Every member’s chance to hang out it Dodie’s legendary hangar, get a free burger, eyeball 
some interesting aircraft, and judge every landing at Friday Harbor Airport. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
HELP WANTED:  Dick and Kathy Babbitt  have produced the event for the past two years.  In 
addition to cooking, they have bought the food, prepared it, hauled the BBQ, iced the drinks, 
moved tables and chairs and cleaned the hangar.  This year you can help.  If you would like a 
chance to do some honest (and unpaid) work, simply respond to: 
 
Stuart Hansen  stuarth@portfridayharbor.org or Fred Schumacher  freds@rockisland.com.  

 
Auction Items Wanted:   The popular Silent Auction will be back for its third BBQ.  New 
Board Member, Cynthia Hubbard , has agreed to chair the auction.  If you have items to 
contribute, Cynthia’s email is btripp@interisland.net. 
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Events (Cont’d) 
 

September 1 – SJPA Potluck  

 

September 13 – Fly out to the Olympia Fly-in. 
Fly in to Olympia for lunch at Pearson Air (donation requested), discounted fuel, discounted 
tickets to visit the Olympic Flight Museum, and check out the vintage aircraft that will be on 
display. 

http://www.wpaflys.org/Chapters/Olympia_South_Sound/Olympia_South_Sound.html 

 

December 5  – Christmas Party, San Juan Island Yacht Club .  

 

 

New SJPA Board Member 
Cynthia Hubbard  has joined the SJPA board.  She 
replaces our good friend, Jonathan Taylor, who has 
become geographically challenged.   

A pilot, and sailing instructor, Cynthia is married to 
author and SJPA member, Bob Tripp .  Cynthia and 
Bob spend summers on San Juan Island, and 
winters in Kauai.  They are, apparently, only 
comfortable when surrounded by salt water. 
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Other Regional Events 
 
May 23 – Sekiu Airport.  Fly over the Swiftsure Sailboat Race, on your way to Sekiu Memorial 
Day Weekend Fly-In Brunch.  Saturday 10a to 2p. 
 
May 30 – Garden City, Idaho (suburban Boise)  "Rocky Mountain West Aviation Expo"  
The event will offer something for everyone with an interest in aviation! Displays, 
Demonstrations, Seminars.  For more information.- 
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=25383 
 
The FAA Safety Team  is putting on a Pilot Proficiency Training weekend , May 30-31 at 
Regal Air, Payne Field.  Here’s the schedule. 
 
May 30 - Saturday 
 
10am - "Pilot Preflight Weather Briefing via the Internet"   Topic: Techniques on how to use 
the internet to improve weather planning 
 
1 pm  - "Runway Incursions are on the rise." Topic: Runway Incursions are one of the 
biggest factors in aviation safety. 
 
May 31 - Sunday 
 
10 am - "Aircraft Survival and Rescue Techniques" Topic: To educate local pilots on post-
accident survival techniques.   
 
1 pm - "Mysteries of Night Flying" Topic: Techniques on how to improve your night flying.   
 
For more info:  https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx and start with the 
descriptions on page 10. 
 
 
June 6 – S10 (Chelan Airport) – Wally Peterson Memorial Fly In.  
http://www.cometothelake.com/index.php?page_id=14&event_id=736&site_id=7 
 
June 20 – KBFI Museum of Flight – 9a-4p – American Heroes Helicopter Show.  
http://www.heroes-airshow.com/ 
 
June 20-21 – KOLM – Olympic Air Show http://www.olympicflightmuseum.com/airshow.php 
 
July 4 – Tacoma Waterfront - Tacoma Freedom Air Show http://www.freedomfair.com/ 
 
July 8-12  - KAWO – EAA Arlington  http://www.nweaa.org/ 
 
July 24-26 – 3W5 – (Concrete Airport) North Cascades Antique Airplane Fly In 
http://airnav.com/airport/3W5 

July 31-Aug 2 Orcas Island Fly-In - The local EAA chapter is set for the annual fly-in at 
Eastsound Airport on Orcas Island. Dwight Guss will serve as fly-in chairman. Frank Loudin has 
offered his services as designer for the t-shirts. 
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Events (Cont’d) 
 
 
Aug 7-9 – Prosser Airport Fly-In  http://www.wing-nuts.org/flyin.htm 
 
Aug 7-8 – CYXX – Abbotsford Air Show  http://www.abbotsfordairshow.com/ 
 
Aug 14-16 – KVUO Pearson Airpark – NWAAC 50th Anniversary Fly-In http://www.nwaac.com/ 
 
Aug 29-30 – KHIO – Hillsboro Air Show http://www.oregonairshow.com/ 
 
Sep 5 – KPWT – Bremerton Blackberry Festival  
http://www.blackberryfestival.org/index.php?pr=Events_Flyin 
 

 
 

 
Oh, Canada! 

 

406 ELT Requirements Suspended 
 
 

As noted by SJPA President, Tom Schramm , the 406 ELT requirement has been shelved by 
Canada. 

 
According to AOPA, Canadian Owners and Pilots Association President Kevin Psutka has 
confirmed that Canadian Minister of Transport John Baird refused to sign the rule because it 
did not include any viable alternatives to equipping with the 406-MHz ELTs. A new rule is to be 
drafted that includes alternatives and gives the acceptance of the new 406-MHz ELTs a shot. 

 
 
Meanwhile, back in Friday Harbor, Ed Kelm  has a PIREP for those of us planning to come 
home from Canada, first thing in the morning.  Ed writes,  
 
“On some recent trips to Victoria, I have discovered a new policy for Customs at FHR; they will 
no longer make appointments for arrivals when called on the prior day.  So if you want to arrive 
at 8:30 a.m. Tues., you can't, because you cannot call on Mon., and you cannot call on Tues. 

 
until 8:00 a.m., and that is insufficient notice.  I don't remember if they want one hour or two, but 
morning arrivals are clearly a problem if you want to plan anything in advance.” 

 

   Still confused about the new notice for cross bo rder flying? 
 

The EAA has designed the handy-dandy EAA Knee Board Guide to DHS/US Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) International Flight & Manifest Submission 
Policies.    Get your copy here: http://eaa.org/news/2008/customs_information.pdf 
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Support Local EAA and Lone Eagles with Kings Receip ts 

 
Friday Harbor EAA Chapter President James Crossley  encourages SJPA members who want 
to support the non-profit efforts of the new EAA chapter and Lone Eagle Society to drop off 
their Kings Market receipts at Ernie’s Café. For many years now, the good folks at Valmark 
have donated 1% of these receipts to local charities and non-profits. SJPA members who are 
interested in learning more about EAA are invited to join fellow SJPA and EAA members at the 
weekly work sessions beginning at 1:00 each Sunday at the Crossley hanger. The current 
project is completely restoring a 1947 Aeronca Super Chief. 
 
 

 
 
Island Air Honors Local WW II Aviators with New Pil ot Lounge 

 

The folks at Island Air have been busy remodeling their hanger and decided to honor local WW 
II aviators by constructing a replica of a WW II pilot ready room. Island Air wishes to thank Don 
Craddock, Wally Weaver, Lee Brewer, and Jim Crossley  who have loaned or donated 
authentic memorabilia that is now on display in the new lounge. Island Air welcomes others with 
WW II aviation memorabilia to proudly display these mementos in the new space downstairs. 
SJPA members are cordially invited to come by and check-out this new pilot lounge that honors 
the greatest generation of aviators. 
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Happenings at Westwind Aviation in June 
 

Private Pilot Ground School and 
Mountain Flying Seminars  

 
 
Private Pilot Ground School starts June 23. Tu/Th evenings 6-9 pm. There will also be a 
"Mountain Flying " seminar Saturday morning 9:30-11:30 June 6.  Please call 378-6991 for 
further info. 

 
And, Loren DeShon  writes, “Westwind has 
addition to the fleet. We have a beautiful 
Cessna 303 Crusader for charter. It has 
roomy club seating for 4 and a 5th seat 
also could be available. It's a very nice 
flying machine.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Cypress Island is now Really Closed 

 

SJPA Board Member, Mike Taylor  passes on this PIREP, sent to him.    

“Whilst sitting at a plant clinic today 
with Alison Hitchcock, a DNR forester 
responsible for Cypress Island – 
among other things, she asked me to 
remind the pilots that the Air Strip on 
Cypress Island is very definitely 
closed.  As a matter of fact, it is so 
closed that the excavator has been 
digging holes for planting trees.  
Definitely not good on the landing 
gear!”   

Linda Walz 
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Next Aviation Planning Council Meeting: May 26 in S eattle   

On May 26, 2009 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., members of the Governor-appointed Aviation 
Planning Council will meet to continue work on the final phase of the Long-Term Air 
Transportation Study (LATS).   The meeting will take place at the Museum of Flight in Seattle: 

Members of the public are welcome to attend.  

During this meeting, the Aviation Planning Council, as directed by state legislation (ESSB 
5121), will be developing recommendations to determine:  

·  How best to meet commercial and general aviation capacity needs.  
·  Which regions of the state are in need of improvement regarding the matching of existing, 

or projected, airport facilities and the long-range capacity needs at airports within the 
region expected to reach capacity before 2030.  

·  Recommendations regarding the placement of future commercial or general aviation 
facilities to meet the need for improved aviation planning in the region.  

More information about LATS is available at: www.wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/LATS.  

 
 
 
 

Airline Lore 
 
 
A plane was taking off from Kennedy Airport.  After it reached a comfortable cruising altitude, 
the captain made an announcement over the intercom.  'Ladies and gentlemen, this is your 
captain speaking.  Welcome to Flight Number 293, nonstop from New York to Los Angeles . 
The weather ahead is good and, therefore, we should have a smooth and uneventful flight. 
Now sit back and relax...OH, MY GOD!'  

  
Silence followed, and after a few minutes, the captain came back on the intercom and said, 
'Ladies and Gentlemen, I am so sorry if I scared you earlier. While I was talking to you, the 
flight attendant accidentally spilled a cup of hot coffee in my lap. You should see the front of my 
pants!' 
 
A passenger in Coach yelled, 'That's nothing. You should see the back of mine!' 
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Classifieds 

 
KFHR Hangar for Rent 
 
George Mulligan has a Friday Harbor hangar becoming empty.  Contact him at 
georgegmulligan@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
NON-HANGAR SPACE  
 
KFHR Manager and SJPA member Dave Ryan  reports that non-hangar storage is available on 
the airport.  According to Dave, “We have several sizes and want to have current airport users 
as tenants. There are spaces big enough for a helicopter or folding wing or glider trailer aircraft.  
These spaces would be great for motorcycles, snowmobiles, office storage, equipment, etc. 
(Sorry, no boats). They are priced at less than local storage units.”  (360) 378-4724 or  
daver@portfridayharbor.org. 

 
 
 

 
This 182 Could Be Yours (Partly) 
 
SJPA member David Pass  is looking for a partner to share a hangared 182 P.   He’s also 
looking for a hangar to sublet or share.  Call 378-3587 for more details.   
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Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices as of May 

 

 

 

“Don’t forget to pay your 2009 SJPA dues.   

      If you don’t pay your $20 (cheap), the terror ists win.”  

   

 

 

 

 

A little wisdom via SJPA Board VP Bob Brunkow   
The real skinny behind the French acronym METAR... where did it really come from.   Well here 
it is :  MÉTéorologique ("Weather") Aviation Régulière ("regular")... the capital letters form the 
acronym. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
San Juan Pilots Association 2008 board :   President – Tom Schramm, Vice 
President –Bob Brunkow,  Secretary –Tom Eades, Treasurer – Dan DeShon, 
Cynthia Hubbard, Fred Schumacher, Bob Miller,  Mike Taylor, Stuart Hansen. 

Friday Harbor 5.00 Orcas 5.94 
Anacortes 4.20 Skagit – Viajet 3.83 
Bellingham – Texaco - SS 4.21 Port Angeles 4.30 
Seattle – BFI Wings Aloft – Full 
Service! 

4.34 Arlington – Castle & Cook 
(SS) 

3.90 

Everett – Castle & Cook (SS) 3.96 Port Townsend 4.17 


