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Runway safety at Friday Harbor Airport 
By Alan Dortch and Tom Schramm  

 
 

 Have you ever seen airplanes using runways 16 and 34 at the 
same time at FHR?  It happens sometimes, and it can be really 
scary. We recently had another close call, and we would like to 
take a minute here to strongly encourage everyone to try to 
prevent these conflicts. 
 
We've all been tempted at times to come in on 34 if we're 

coming in from the southeast, but there are important reasons 
why this is a bad idea unless the weather requires you to use 34. 
Consider these three things: 
 
  1. The Port of Friday Harbor has specified that R unway 16 
should be used in light or calm winds.  This is published in all 
the appropriate publications, such as the Airport/Facility 
Directory. 
 
2. You're only one part of the local traffic pictur e. It's a busy 
airport, and it's rare that you are the only one around. At any 
given time of the day, there is usually somebody inbound to Friday Harbor, or outbound from it. 
Maybe they're 5 miles North, planning a straight-in via Point Caution. Maybe they are taxiing out to 
the run-up area. Wherever they are, these people are most likely planning to use 16, and even if 
you haven't heard anybody on the radio yet, you are still likely to create a conflict if you use 34. 
 
3. Your actions can have unforeseen consequences.  There are a lot of out-of towners that fly in 
here, and if they hear you using 34, they will probably follow your lead. Even if you are certain that 
you can approach and land on 34 without creating a conflict, others that hear you may then follow 
several minutes later, and they may very well cause a conflict.  
 
When it comes to safety, we have a responsibility. As local pilots, we must take the lead in abiding 
by the published procedures, in the hope that others will follow that lead. In doing so, we help to 
ensure a safer flying environment for all. 
 
SJPA members Tom Schramm  and Alan Dortch  are local charter pilots who fly around the San Juan Islands 
all day, every day. They submitted this column after witnessing conflicts in the Friday Harbor area recently. 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
 
Monthly Luncheon  – July 27, 1:00, Golf Course. 
 
 
Board Mtg  – August 7, 5:15, FHR Unicom Building.   
 
 
Annual Picnic  – August 11, Dodie’s Hangar, KFHR. 
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  Bring a potluck dish and a friend  
The Annual Picnic is three weeks away 
 

August 11, Noon - 4 .  The Picnic returns with 
some new events.  In addition to the food and 
drink, we’ll have static displays, a silent 
auction, and raffle.   
 
 
Dodie Gann  has again donated the day’s use 
of her hangar for the festival of hamburgers 
and hangar-flying. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bill Helsell’s Bushman originally owned and flown 
by Roy Franklin , will be there, as well as an EAA 
display.  Our chapter will be displaying a 
homebuilt Breezy and offering information on the 
EAA. 
 

 
 
Dan DeShon  will host a paper airplane making program for the kids (of all 
ages). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Guests – The Greater Seattle 99s .  About a dozen of 
these intrepid aviators will join us, carrying food.  The group, who 
normally has an annual function out at Dodie’s, are incorporating 
the 99s potluck with the SJPA picnic.   
 
 

 
 
The John Volk Scholarship Program will be the beneficiary of the proceeds of the Silent Auction 
and Raffle.  Bob Brunkow  has donated an Icom A-6 hand-held radio for the raffle.  Seattle 
Avionics is providing a fully-licensed copy of Voyager, and we’re gladly accepting (actively  
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Annual Picnic (Cont’d) 
 
 
 
soliciting) more donations for the silent auction.  At press time, we have added gravel from 
Richard Lawson Construction, a weekend at Pacific Beach, a golf lesson from Brad at Friday 
Harbor Golf Course, an Icom Radio, aviation books and tapes, and a wildlife boat ride.  We can 
use donations of items from your business or your private collection.  If it’s an item you’d like to 
buy at a silent auction, we need it.  Contact SJPA Treasurer, Bob Brunkow at 360 201 5566 or 
bbrunkow@icomcanada.com. 
 
The burgers, dogs and drinks are all on the SJPA treasury, so bring a potluck dish, family and 
friends (and prospective new members). 
 

 
 
 
And on the previous weekend … 
 
 
 
 

 



 4 

San Juan Pilots Assn      July, 2007 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A couple of dozen SJPA members joined four member-couples of the Great Western Air Tour, 
which overnighted at Roche Harbor Airport on July 10.  

 
SJPA members Stu (Captain Mac) 
MacPherson ’s Travelair 4000  came home to 
the island, as well as Roche Harbor resident 
Tom Young  with his Stearman .  Others were 
flight leader Barry Branin , in his 1935 Waco 
(pictured below), and Gary Entrekin ’s Red and 
White Waco. 
  

 
 
 
   
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Al Commins  brought his 1930 Cadillac, as a 
great backdrop to the vintage aircraft.  Pictured 
above are SJPA members BJ and Don 
Craddock , and former newsletter editor Roz 
Morrison .  At right are Al , and SJPA president 
Tom Schramm . 
 
 
In an email to the members of the Great Western Air Tour, Barry Branin wrote of the tour,  
 
“We had a total of twelve airplanes during the tour at different times. 
They consisted of 5 WACOs, 2 Travel Airs, 2 Fleets, 3 Buckers and one Stearman. 
 
Our hosts,  the Museum of Flight at Boeing Field Seattle, Port Townsend Aero Museum, Sequim - 
Blue Ribbon property owners and the San Juan Pilots Association at Roche Harbor, made the 
event possible.   We were able to enjoy the "Antique Air" that the biplanes were made for, and 
share the airplanes with many new friends.  We will do it again.” 
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Classifieds  
 
Carla Higginson, our 
founder and first 
president, is selling her 
airplane. 

 
 
FOR SALE -- BEAUTIFUL 
1980 CUTLASS CESSNA 
172RG located at Friday 
Harbor Airport.  Carla 
Higginson has owned this plane for the past 20 years and is only placing it for sale due to her work 
schedule which interferes with her flying time.  The plane has been meticulously maintained, 
usually either at Galvin's or by Sid Smith. Exterior -- white with two-tone grey (charcoal & pale grey) 
Interior -- leather, pale grey & charcoal grey.  Both in excellent condition. 
 
Total time 2698.3. 
180 hp Lycoming Engine 0-360-F1A6, SMOH 698.3. 
McCauley propeller B2D34C-220, SOH 1241.3. 
Full IFR panel including IFR-certified Apollo GX60 GPS & Narco dual nav/com. 
David Clark 2-place intercom 
                
Long-range tanks. 
Trues at 130 kts.   
 
Most recent annual -- March 2007. Most recent IFR certification -- December 12, 2005. 
 
Price -- $79,500.  Call 378-2185 days or email to carlah@higginsonlaw.com for more information. 
 
 
 

 
It’s party-time this 
Saturday at Westwind 
Aviation! 

 
 
Westwind’s First Annual Luau, Saturday July 21 , 2-5pm at the Westwind hangar.  Dust off your 
favorite Hawaiian shirt.  For more information, call Westwind at 378 6991. 
 
 
 
Also, congratulations to Vince Dauciunas  on passing his commercial check-ride. 
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Notebook from this year’s Arlington Air Show 
 
If you were at, or driving by Friday Harbor Airport a couple of weeks ago, it was hard to miss this 
1937 Lockheed Electra, the oldest flying TWA aircraft.  We caught up with this rare bird and its 
owner, Ruth Richter Holden , at Arlington.  Ruth’s dad, Paul, a founder of TWA, flew Ruth, as a 
child in this high-altitude test plane.  When Ruth, a 1,500 hour Piper driver, had the opportunity to 
buy the L-12A, she said, “I’ll let the county bury me.  I’m buying the airplane.”  Look for Ruth and 
Co-owner Rocky Wolters, at Oshkosh, this year.  And, if you get to Santa Maria, CA, you can look 
her up in her new hangar.  If you can’t get there, take a look at  www.twaspirit.com 
 

  

 
 
 
 

NOTAM’s – Closures at Anacortes Airport 
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Above – Ruth, with Vashon Island Resident, Jim Fritz.  Fritz’s grandfather, General L.G. Fritz was a 
friend and coworker of Ruth’s father, as VP Op’s for TWA.  Prior to heading the Atlantic Division in 
WWII, he was the first scheduled airmail pilot. 
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We are Not Alone! 
 
SJPA board member, Bob Brunkow, sends along the San Juan County pilot statistics.  Considering 
the relatively small population of the archipelago, we have a significant number of steely-eyed 
aviators.  Next time you’re at Herb’s Tavern, be careful about making disparaging comments about 
pilots.  There’s likely one sitting at the bar next to you.  Well, ok, more likely one on each side. 
 
NORTHWEST MOUNTAIN ACTIVE PILOTS DETAIL  
LAST UPDATED 07-07-2007 
 

COUNTY FIPS 
CNTY 

STU 
PILOT 

SPT 
PILOT 

REC 
PILOT 

PVT 
PILOT 

COM 
PILOT 

ATP 
PILOT 

TOT 
US PILOT 

FOR 
PILOT 

FLT 
INSTR 

AUTH 
INSTR 

FLT 
ENG 

 

SAN JUAN  055  30  0  0  163  62  54  309  5  29  1  26  

 
 
 
  

New Member 
 
 
Justin and Lisa Johns  – Lisa forwards the following info:  “Hi we are glad to be part of the Pilots 
Association.  Justin is now in Alaska for our fishing and Hunting Season.  He will be home mid late 
October. 
 
 Our website is www.fishingbearlodge.com   it is a bit dated but it shows you what we do in Alaska. 
 
We recently bought a really beautiful redone Maule on floats.  We will be putting the wheels on to 
fly it back down to the lower 48 in October.   
 
I remember when I first flew with Kenmore air on their Turbo Otter. I called Justin on the cell phone 
and told him they actually had leather seats!  In Alaska....you could easily be sitting on an old AV 
gas can as your seat because all the seats had been taken out for hauling goods and animals. 
 
Really not like that much anymore...but some great old pilot stories.  Justin has a few from when he 
flew his super cub all around Alaska as a young man....before he had kids and he would try 
anything!!! 
 
Anyway, I pick up my son arriving back from Peru with his history teacher, Mr. McNairy and then we 
fly to Dillingham on Sunday.  We look forward to meeting you in the fall.” 
 
 
 
 
Be a Good Neighbor  –  A reminder, KFHR’s noise abatement procedures are, “Runway 
heading to 1,100 ft, and avoid takeoffs between 10p and 7a.”  For all the info go to   
http://portfridayharbor.org/airport/airport-noise.h tml . 
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What, from yonder do I hear – It’s a Cessna, methinks. 
 
Island Stage Left  is producing Shakespeare’s, The Comedy of Errors, this summer, outdoors at 
Roche Harbor.  Helen Machin-Smit is requesting a voluntary noise abatement, during shows. 
 
“We are trying to forestall flyover traffic between 8:00 and 9:30 Thursdays through Sundays from 
July 12th - Aug 9th during our show. The stage is close to the flight path, behind the quarry and 
we'd love to put the word out to avoid that area during that time.” 
    
“Many thanks for your co-operation on this. The cast and crew of The Comedy of Errors will be 
most grateful.” 
     
 

 
Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices as of July 

 

 

 

Friday Harbor   4.99  Bellingham –Texaco  (SS)   4.45 

Arlington – Fliteline (SS)   4.71  Blaine     4.42 
 
Anacortes   4.45  Paine – Both Fliteline & Jet Center  (SS) 4.75 

Skagit  (Viajet Texaco)  4.37  Lynden     4.68 

Orcas    4.99  Port Townsend    4.50 

 
San Juan Pilots Association 2007 board :   President – Tom Schramm, Vice President -John Geyman,  
Secretary –Tom Eades, Treasurer – Bob Brunkow, Richard Babbit, Fred Schumacher, Pat Mayo,  Mike 
Taylor and Dan DeShon. 
 

Note:  

 Dave Ross at 
Aeronautical adds 
that private card 
holders save an 
additional 8 cents at 
KFHR and KORS. 


