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Once again, Dick  and Kathy Babbitt  will grille the burgers 
and dogs.  Bring the whole family.  This is your annual 
twenty bucks at work. 
 
Dodie’s historic hanger is right next to the fuel island. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
There will be a repeat of last year’s very popular 
silent auction, to benefit the John Volk Memorial 
Scholarship fund.  If you have (or can get) auction 
items, just email Bob Brunkow at 
bbrunkow@icomcanada.com . 

 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
Monthly Luncheon  – Friday, July 25, 1:00, Golf 
Course 
 
Board Meeting  – Tuesday, August 5 , 5:15, Whidbey 
Island Bank Conference Room.   
 
SJPA Annual Picnic at Dodie’s Hangar  – Saturday, 
August 9 (Changed Date). 
 
Potluck  – Tuesday, August 12, Mullis Fire Station. 
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UFO’s 
 
 
No, you don’t need to live in a Texas trailer park to get involved with UFO’s.  Don and BJ 
Craddock , with Frank and Sandra Brame  have been there and have survived to tell the story.  
 
 On June 7th they were in Sandpoint, Idaho at the Bird Aviation Museum 
http://www.birdaviationmuseum.com/index.html for a meeting of the United Flying Octogenarians.  

  
Dr. Forrest Bird invented the respirator used in hospitals.  
It’s almost certain that you, or someone you know has 
used one. He’s also 86, going on 46, and has a 300 acre 
ranch there where he keeps 23 planes, all in flying 
condition.   
  
CBS’s Morley Safer did a 12-minute piece about Dr. 
Bird, who now 86, learned to fly from his father, when he 
was 14.  In addition to four hangars full of medical and 
aviation history, he employs a staff of 40, making 
respirators. 

 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/10/05/60minutes/main3334433.shtml  

 
 
  
 
 
 
To learn more about the United Flying       
Octogenarians, or more importantly, how to become 
an octogenarian, corner any of the Craddocks or 
Brames at the next San Juan Pilots event. 

 
 

And, thanks to them for the photos. 
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San Juan Pilots in the  
Friday Harbor 4th of July Parade 
 

 
 
 
 
Jackie  rides in the EMS truck with the latest addition 
to the Hamilton  family - Annie. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

George Mulligan  flying left seat for Randy Gaylord's 
campaign. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Longtime SJPA member John Owens  looks on 
approvingly. 
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July 4th Parade – Continued 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This year's Grand Marshal, SJPA's  
Dodie Gann .... 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SJPA Vice President Bob Brunkow  drums up interest in 
the Community Marching Band. 
 

 
 
 

Bob Benton drove the ambulance, occasionally 
barking out orders (literally!)... 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photos and captions thanks to SJPA President Tom Schramm  
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Mark Your Calendar 

 

 

 
July 25-27 – Concrete Old Fashioned Fly-In 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, August 9 – SJPA Annual BBQ  and Silent Auction at Dodie Gann’s Hangar.  See page 1. 

 
Sunday, August 10 - Westwind Aviation's annual Open House, 2-5 pm, at Friday Harbor Airport. This 
year they will have a new Cessna 182T and Cessna 400 available for inspection. The DeShon’s invite 
us to drop by and enjoy the refreshments and say hello. And if you know someone interested in 
learning to fly, bring them along. 
 
Tuesday, August 12 – SJPA Potluck.  SJPA member, Marty Garren will talk about his days over 
Europe, flying 30 missions in a B-17.  Read his story on http://www.sanjuanpilots.com/Links.php 
It’s near the bottom of the page. 
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Aug 22-24 - SJPA member Bert Geldermann  let us know 
about a great fly in event at Ferry County (Republic) Airport 
(R49) August 22-24.  According to Bert, “We have been 
growing every year, and in 2007 we hosted upwards of 150 
planes over the weekend of the fly in. R49 is a 3,500 ft 
lighted strip just west of the Kettle Range in Ferry County, 
WA.  The runway borders the lake and accommodations can 
be made for float plane arrivals. There is great fishing for 
trout, bass, and tiger muskie.....not to mention fly fishing on the Kettle river.’ 
 
‘Transportation is provided to and from the town of Republic. We have a cook your own steak dinner 
on Saturday accompanied by live entertainment. It is quite fun and represents a chance for "coastie" 
pilots to experience a slightly more remote and adventurous flying experience without having to 
"rough it" by flying into an unimproved short strip. Local hotels are available but if SJPA members 
want to contact me I may be able to arrange lodging at our ranch or lake property.”   If you have 
questions call Bert at 360-298-0283...or e-mail him at bert@geldermann.com. 
 
Saturday, Aug 23 – Lynden Airport Fly-In 
 
Saturday, Aug 30 - Blackberry Festival Fly-In at Bremerton 

Tuesday, September 30 – SJPA Potluck , Mullis Fire Station. 

 
 

 

Governor Flies with SJPA Pilots 
 
The July 4th weekend marked Christine 
Gregoire's  first visit to San Juan County as 
Washington Governor with SJPA members Jim 
Gruneisen  and Jackie Hamilton  at the 
controls. The Governor marched in the historical 
day parade and held a town-hall meeting on 
Orcas Island. Also joining the Governor on the 
flight to and from Olympia was her husband 
Mike Gregoire  (left) who is is affectionately 
referred to as the First Gentleman.  
 
Governor Gregoire was able to see and 
experience first-hand that aviation in 
Washington is more than just Boeing. She 
particularly enjoyed the aerial tour of the San 
Juan’s on the flight home and told Jim and 
Jackie she very much looked forward to coming 
back. Jim, who also lives and provides flight 
instruction part-time in California, got the 
Governor to chuckle when he told her that she and Mike were good sports for chartering one of Island 
Air's Cessna's, as he doubted Governor Schwarzenegger and Maria Shriver traveled the same way. 
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Oh, deer. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We can’t wait to hear the ATIS remarks about this scene.  Maybe it’s, “Caution, deer mowers 
operating on runway.”  This photo was shot this summer, in the middle of the day, at a local runway.   
 
Can you identify it? 
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Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices as of July 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
A Couple of tips to save fuel – 
 
1. Fly light.  Leave unnecessary stuff in the hangar. 
2. Fill the seats.  Share trips when possible. 
3. Lower power settings.  60% is vastly thriftier than 70%. 
4. Fly high. 
5. Lean as aggressively as is sensible for your engine(s). 
6. Seek out tailwinds. 

 
 
Send us  your fuel-saving suggestions.  Email freds@rockisland.com.  We’ll publish them in the next San Juan Pilots 
Newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
San Juan Pilots Association 2008 board :   President – Tom Schramm, Vice 
President –Bob Brunkow,  Secretary –Tom Eades, Treasurer – Dan DeShon, 
Jonathan Taylor, Fred Schumacher, Bob Miller,  Mike Taylor, Stuart Hansen. 

Friday Harbor 6.02 Orcas 5.66 
Anacortes 5.99 Skagit – 

Viajet 
5.90 

Bellingham – 
Texaco Self 
Serve 

5.79 Lynden 5.75 

Boeing- 
Wings Aloft 

6.27 Arlington – 
Castle & 
Cook 

5.94 

Everett – Castle 
& Cook 

5.95 Port 
Townsend 

5.69 

- Dave Ross at Aeronautical adds that private card holders save an additional 10 cents 
at KFHR and KORS. 
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