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 We mourn the loss of our beloved leader, SJPA President, John Volk. 
 
 

               N83JV heads West in John’s honor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is no longer news to any of us that we lost John Volk  last week.  In a ceremony on Saturday, 
more than 400 of John’s closest friends crowded the Island Air Hangar at Friday Harbor Airport, to 
acknowledge a life of leadership and service to all of us. 

Mark Your Calendar  
 
 
Monthly Luncheon  – December 29, 1:00, Jimmy’s 
Paradise Café. 
 
Board Mtg  – January 2, 5:15, FHR Unicom Building.   
 
Annual Meeting  – Feb 8, 2007 
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John Geyman  talks about John Volk , with a message he never expected to have to deliver. 
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            A slide show, with music covered 60 years of John’s life. 

 
Al Davis’  Trinidad and John Volk ’s 182.  They were flying the Trinidad when John fell ill. 
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Pat Mayo plays the bagpipes. 

 
 

 

 
The aviation and Island communities have suffered 
an enormous and profound loss in the untimely death 
of John Volk on December 11, 2006.  His loss leaves 
a shocking and gaping hole in our community.  An 
accomplished pilot and boater, a dedicated family 
man, John was good at anything he took on.  He was 
a doer and activist, quietly pursuing varied kinds of 
community service.  His expertise and leadership 
skills cut a wide swath across our community's life, 
including the leadership of the San Juan Pilots 
Association, the Roy Franklin Museum, flying cancer 
patients with the Eagles, active work with Emergency 
Medical Services, and many other civic needs.  His 
quiet competence always put the needs and interests 
of others before his own.  John's integrity, positive 
outlook, and dedication to community service have, 
and will continue to inspire all of us.  He flew West 
much earlier than he deserved, but his spirit will be 
with us always.   
 
May you soar high, John, our friend and fellow pilot. 
Our condolences to Lainey and his family in this time 
of grieving which involves all of us who had the 
privilege to know John.  
 
  - John Geyman 
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San Juan Pilots Events 
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About 50 people attended the festive Christmas Party at the Peppermill Restaurant.  Pictured below 
with President John Volk, is the speaker, John Hubner. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

A special note of thanks to Bob Tauscher and Tom Eades for the great photos of the memorial and Christmas Party. 
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Members Page 

 
 
As mentioned last month, Steve 
Williamson, who is enrolled at 
ATP flight school in a 90 day 
program in Mesa, Arizona, 
passed his check ride for his multi 
engine add on, in a Piper 
Seminole.  Here is the Seminole > 

 

 
At the left is Steve’s latest “class 
assignment”, a Cessna Citation Jet.  His 
photo caption, “I flew this puppy for three 
hours!” 
 
Enough said.  We’re all jealous. 

 
 

Our Newest Member 
 
 
 
Mary Ellen Courtney.   A student at Westwind, 
Mary Ellen was licensed last May. She is 
currently working on her Instrument Rating. Her 
husband Wayne Fitzgerald is working on his 
Private License as well. She is an architectural 
designer who does residential and commercial 
work. 
 
According to Loren DeShon, at Westwind, “Mary 
Ellen has a lot of energy and is always upbeat”. 
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Light Sport Aviation Comes to Friday Harbor  
 
 
Westwind Aviation has teamed with Northwest Sportplanes to bring the new Evektor Sportstar  to 
the Northwest. 

Allan Willis , one of Westwind Aviation's 
instructors, has bought a new factory built 
Sportstar and started Northwest 
Sportplanes. 
 
It will be the dealer for the Sportstar for the 
Northwest.  Allan flew down to Kerrville 
Texas a few days before Thanksgiving to 
pick up N713BK and bring her home to 
Friday Harbor.  

 
The trip home went though Farmington, New Mexico, 
Monument Valley, Lake Powell, North to Salt Lake City 
and then across Oregon, to Portland and then to 
Friday Harbor.  
 
Allan got home on Saturday November 25th the day 
before the big storm. 

Since then the Sportstar has taken several 
people up for flights including John Geyman , 
and Frank Brame . 
 
 John’s comments:  "Good looking airplane, 
light on the controls, with great visibility, fuel 
economy at little more than 4  gal/hr, 
comfortable with 3 inches more cabin width 
than a 182 and plenty of head room, benign 
stalls without a wing drop, climbed out at over 
1,000 feet/minute with two of us, feels solid 

and docile but fun to fly, nice panel, and a good step ahead for GA. Minor problems only, including 
location of electric trim, quite sensitive nose gear steering, but no real problems.  Main question for 
me in the LSA market would be high wing vs low wing and comparative pricing, but this is up there 
as an option. Expect that many pilots on the Island will enjoy this airplane. " 
 
Westwind Aviation will begin offering Sport Pilot instruction in the Sportstar starting in January. 
Drop by the Westwind hangar for a look, or check out their new website: www.nwsportplanes.com. 
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 Next Luncheon – December 29, 1:00, Jimmy’s Paradise Café.  For those of us 
who don’t know where that is, it’s at the Bowling Alley.  For those who don’t know where the 
Bowling Alley is, it’s next to the liquor store.  That should cover everyone. 
 
 

 
 
…And from the department of Sad-But-True - 

 
Survival gear is what you are wearing. The rest is camping gear. Jon Stark (unashamedly borrowed 
from the 182 maintenance forum at Cessna Pilots Assn.) 
 

 

 

Time for the 2007 Dues - As we close out 2006, we are 98 paid members.  
Your 2007 dues are still just 20 bucks and due in January.  If you’d like a SJPA 
embroidered patch, add and additional $5.  You can send your check to San San Pilots 
Assn, P.O. Box 874, Friday Harbor 98250. 

 
 

Fuel Update – The latest local pump prices  

Here’s a year-end view of prices this December vs. last December.  While these prices are not 
guaranteed, and mostly from Airnav, it’s interesting to see how, for better or worse, prices have 
ended 2006 fairly close to last year. 

 

   2005 2006      2005 2006 

Friday Harbor  4.05 3.99  Bellingham – Air BP (SS)  3.99 3.99 

Arlington – Fliteline (SS)   - 3.63  Blaine    3.62 4.42 
 
Anacortes   3.96 3.96  Paine – Fliteline (SS)  3.77 3.66 

Skagit    4.64 4.37  Lynden    3.58 4.05 

Orcas    4.04 3.99 
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San Juan Pilots Association 2006 board :   President - John Volk, Vice President -John Geyman,  
Secretary - Bob Tauscher.  Tom Schramm, Richard Babbit, Tom Eades, Fred Schumacher, Pat Mayo, and 
Arthur Miller. 

 


