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MMark Your Calendar

Monthly Luncheon - Friday December 26, (Yes, the
day after Christmas) 1:00, The Ale House , Upstairs.

Board Meeting — Tuesday, January 6, 5:15, Whidbey
Island Bank Conference Room.

Thanks to SJPA member, Chris Teren , we have this fresh

shot, taken December 15
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Twas the Night Before Christmas, when out in the hangar,
I'm reliving the ‘70’s, with a Harvey Wallbanger.

Vodka and OJ, with Galliano on top,
I'll have just one, or three, and then | will stop.

With the airplane tucked in from the blowing snow,
Its beautiful cowling, dripping oil below.

The crackle and warmth from the stove’s burning log,
Takes the chill from the air, of the day’s pesky fog.

I lean back in the chair with pilot-perfect poise,
When on the tin roof came a clattering noise.

What a loud, scary, and awful sound,
Not one I'd heard since my valves were reground.

Its likeness was that of 32 paws,
Good grief do you think it's Santa Claus?

I lept from my chair and to the door | did hop.
Wallbanger in hand, spilling not a drop.

Shouldering open a crack, with the heavy door,
And hoping to see just a little bit more.

The moonlit scene on the hangar’s ramp showed,
That while | was inside, it really had snowed.

My main-gear’s ruts had become all hazy,
While hoof-marks and sleigh tracks, fresh as a daisy.

Up on the tin-roof there was a great yell,
The great one himself said, “What the hell?”

Then slipping and sliding over the side of the roof,
Came santa, his sleigh and many a hoof.

“Ho-0, Ho-o, Hmmfph”, as they landed in a pile,
Of presents, red noses, and Santa’s great smile.

Said the Jolly Elf, “A bad landing, of course”,
“But then I've seen some of yours!”

And, lifting the sleigh, up just a notch,
He reached in and got me a big pilot watch.

Rehitched, lined up and a quick pre-flight,
The sleigh departed into the night.

The quiet returned to the old airplane barn,
And | to prepare to spin this great yarn.

Newfallen snow had already covered his track,
To not be recarved until he comes back.

Old Santa must have a truly great heart,
Not to mention a current Jeppeson Chart.

To think it could be, creates a broad smile,
How does he always find San Juan Isle?
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San Juan Pilots Christmas Party called the Best Yet

San Juan Pilots Association 2008 Christmas Party
Saturday, December 6, 2008

The SJPA Christmas Party was a big hit. About 75 people were in attendance and everyone
liked the new venue, at the San Juan Yacht Club. Here's some feedback from members:

Thank you very much for a lovely dinner with the pilots. Speaker Mike was delightful and engaging.
Wonderful! How large the pilot's group has grown! It is so big now, that not everyone knows everyone in it!
What a change from its beginning, approximately 20 years ago. - Teresa

Thanks to the Board for the well run party. Your providing socializing time before eating was a real
positive. | would suggest that we renew our attempts to get people to wear name tags for future meetings
by issuing them to all members and providing at meeting storage, as Carlo used to do. With our large
membership and "aging population” I.D. tags are really needed. Thanks again for a well done program. -
Frank

I enjoyed it very much and thought it was the best pilots Christmas get together we ever had. The
decorations at the Yacht Club were wonderful and helped put everyone in a Holiday mood. The food was
delicious and nicely presented and served. The talk and slide show on the Wright Brothers was very well
done and interesting even to those of us who are not pilots. The entire evening was most enjoyable. Thank
you for all the excellent work you and your committee did. You did a very good job as MC and host. |
appreciate being included and having an enjoyable evening with pilot friends. -June Stewart

The Venue for the pilots Christmas party at the San Juan Yacht Club is the best venue that we could have.
The crew there handles the food in the best possible manner. The selection of the speaker was also
outstanding. Congratulations. How could this be made better? Have a bar available. (I know there is a low
probability that this could be done but...) -Al Commins

Thank you for an absolutely outstanding evening last Saturday. The meal was excellent, the ambiance
wonderful, the program was very interesting, and all in all we agreed it was one of the best banques we
have attended in our 18 years on this island. Bravo! Pilots are such great people. -Nancy and Charlie.
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Pat Mayo Retires after 26 Years of Managing
Friday Harbor Airport

To the San Juan Pilots Association
From: Pat Mayo

| would like to take this time to inform you that | will be
retiring from active airport management the end of this
year.

These last 26 years working at the airport has been
some of the best years of my life. It's been a privilege to
have worked with the Port and the San Juan Pilots
Association in the development of the airport into what it
is today. You are a great group of people, and it's been a
pleasure to have worked with you for so many years.

My leaving this job represents the end of an era- the
time when the Port first took over the operations of the
airport from the God Father- Roy Franklin.

Now, David Ryan, the new airport manager, who is
taking my place, represents the next era for the airport.
David comes to us well qualified to run a busy primary
commercial service airport like ours. He has lots of
hands on experience and I'm sure you will like the way
he runs the show.

It has been my privilege and honor to have been your
airport manager over the years, and | will continue to
watch with admiration as the airport and the San Juan
Pilots Association deyelops in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Pat Mayo

In recognition of Pat’s Leadership

A large group of pilots, Port of Friday Harbor people an
San Juan Islanders of every stripe, braved the winter
weather on Sunday, December 14, and turned out to
Pat well in his retirement.
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SJPA Board Member, Tom Eades,
was there, and sent along those
photos and comments.

John and Gene Geyman, Don Craddock and Jeremy Talbott,
were among those on hand.

The old Airport Beacon showed the way. The light
(and the noise) were unmistakable.

Frank and Shirley Miner showed up, making this a true
Island function!

Pat and Joanne Talk with Rosalie Levee.
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If you have cleared customs at Friday Harbor Airport recently, you may have been given a
warning for arriving too soon. SJPA member Mike Fortun , has had similar experience, and has
contacted Customs and Border Patrol for clarification, and a bit more time flexibility.

Mike’s issue is that, without allowances for things outside the pilots’ control, it's a possible safety
problem.

He has received a letter from Margaret Fearon, Customs Service Port Director, in which she
points out that, “The Friday Harbor airport is a landing rights airport and is not permanently
staffed with officers. When a request for landing rights is granted, officers must leave their
regular work sites to report to the airport. CBP expects officers to be present at the airport before
or when a plane lands. This procedure ensures the integrity of the inspection process, i.e., that
the pilot and/or passengers do not depart the aircraft or merchandise is not removed from the
aircraft without first being inspected by an officer.”

In the recent past, Friday Harbor had, according to Fearon, “Implemented a policy that required
CBP officers to time their arrival at the airport to five minutes before the aircraft was scheduled to
land”. In addition, “...a procedure that required CBP officers to give verbal and written warnings
to pilots who arrived at the Friday Harbor Airport before their projected arrival time.”

In a welcome response, she added, “We have reviewed this policy and recognize that expecting
pilots to land precisely at their scheduled arrival time is unrealistic. We have therefore instructed
officers at Friday Harbor to exercise more discretion when aircraft arrive at the airport before the
projected arrival time.”

The Friday Harbor number for arranging customs is 378-2080. Ms. Fearon offers her staff
contact, Pat Hinchey, (360) 988-2971, if we have further questions or comments.

Thanks to Mike for doing all the heavy lifting on this one, for the SJPA.

Transport Canada Rules on 406 ELT’s

Kevin Psutka of the Canadian Owners and Pilots Assn. writes, on their web site, “We are at the
end of the long battle to bring common sense to this issue. Common sense has not prevailed.
Transport Canada has decided to proceed with a multi-million dollar regulation that will require
virtually all light aircraft owners to equip with a 406 MHz Emergency Locator Transmitter. Gliders,
balloons, ultralights, parachute aircraft and a limited number of other operations will be exempt.
The proposed transition period that would have required some owners to equip by 1 February
2009 and others to equip over a two-year period will slip a bit because it was stated at the
meeting that it is highly doubtful, given the state of our government and its ability or willingness to
process complicated issues like this one, that this will proceed to Gazette Part Il and into law by
the end of January.”

For those of us flying from the US into Canada, this means we’ll need an installed, not portable,
406 ELT. Get more details at: http://www.copanational.org/non-members/index.htm
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Lenny Thorell Receives Master Pilot Award

Local San Juan pilot, Lenny Thorell,
was “pinned” by Island Air’'s Jackie
Hamilton when he received the
FAA Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award which recognizes pilots who
have maintained safe flight
operations for at least 50 years.
Jackie helped to nominate him for
this prestigious award as “Capt.
Lenny” has been an active pilot for
70  years. Lenny's aviation
accomplishments are legendary and
hopefully he will some day write a
book. Until then, he’s presently
working on adding amphibious floats
to his experimental Zenith.

Jackie’'s family history with Lenny goes back more than 50 years when her Mother, Lucia
Sargeson, and he worked together for an airline that later merged to become Pan American
World Airways. Together with her late father, Bill Sargeson, Lenny and he flew the world as 747
Captains for Pan Am until their respective retirements. It was perhaps serendipitous that they
both ended up living on tiny San Juan Island, which now presents wonderful opportunities for
Lenny to share a lifetime of aviation experiences with local pilots. For those that know him, Capt.
Lenny’s gentlemanly style and grace epitomizes what comes to mind when one thinks about what
is a Master Pilot.

Westwind Schedules 1 % Quarter Seminars

Westwind Aviation will have a series of seminars in Jan/Feb/Mar. 2nd and 4th Saturdays as well
as an instrument class.

Loren DeShon writes, "Westwind Aviation will have a new Instrument Ground School class
beginning Tuesday, January 6. Classes will be Tuesday/Thursday evenings 6-9 PM for 4 weeks.
Cost is $325 (materials included).

Westwind will also provide a series of 6 pilot seminars on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays in
January/February/March. Saturday, January 10 will be "The Virtual Flight Plan"- how to take
advantage of the tools on the computer for weather gathering and flight planning (including
AOPA's new computerized flight planning tool)." Cost is $35. Other topics TBA shortly. Check

Westwind's website for updates. www.westwindav.com "
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The Final Touchdown

Dutch Redfield was a Professional Flight Instructor at Pan
Am. A respected author, terrific human being, and a lover of
every aspect of aviation. The below text is from the final
chapter of his book, “The Airman’s Sky is Not the Blue”.

Holland "Dutch" Redfield 1916-2008
"The Final Touchdown"

During a lifetime in aviation, | have experienced only one
forced landing. It was not difficult. The dead-stick glide
began at three thousand feet. There were several suitable
fields from which to choose. Things worked out nicely. Yet |
know that | have one more forced landing lurking and
waiting for me out there. | believe that at this stage of my
life, | am ready for it. Perhaps there will be warning, maybe
not.

Will there be time for me to plan a good approach to this final touchdown? Will it be a hasty no
power, no options, straight ahead steep descent to a walloping hard touchdown? Or will it be a

soft afternoon peaceful glide?

Whatever, for this final glide, | ask only for an open cockpit, so | can, however briefly, savor for
the last time the feels of flight, as biplane wings forward of me exquisitely frame and record the
slowly changing, tilting scenes as | manuever and silently bank and glide onto what | have long
known will be my very final approach.

Please, no helmet, so old ears can best sense vital changes in speed, relayed through the lovely
sounds of whistling interplane struts and wires, and so cheeks and bared head can best read
changing airflows swirling behind the cockpit's tiny windshield.

Below, in a forest of trees lies a grassy field long ago set aside for biplane flyers of old. It looks
small, tiny. With lightly crossed aileron and rudder I'll slip her a few inches over the fence. I'll level
her off, then hold her off, with wheels skimming the grass tips. The lift of the wings, the sounds of
flight, rapidly diminish. With stick full back, lift fades, a slight tremor, then she and | are bumping
and rolling across the beautifully sodded field. The wooden propeller remains still.

We roll to a stop. | have no belt to loosen. | raise goggles and slowly climb out. Suddenly there is
applause, then bear hugs and slaps on the back. "Hey, you old goat, you really slicked that one

on!" | am with old friends.

Dutch Redfield

Dutch passed away in his sleep on November 13th.
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Fuel Update — The latest local pump prices as of December

Friday Harbor 5.00 | Orcas 6.40

Anacortes 5.75 | Skagit — 4.15
Corporate

Bellingham — 4.25 | Port 5.63

BAS Self Serve Angeles

Seattle — BFI 4.43 | Arlington — | 3.62

Clay Lacy — Full Castle &

Service! Cook

Everett — Castle | 5.15 | Port 4.70

& Cook Townsend

Note: Bellingham BAS has a mid-day markdown on full-serve from 10-2. Normal full

service is $4.50. Mid day, it's $4.35.

San Juan Pilots Association 2008 board :

President — Tom Schramm,

Vice President —Bob Brunkow, Secretary —Tom Eades, Treasurer — Dan
DeShon, Jonathan Taylor, Fred Schumacher, Bob Miller, Mike Taylor,
Stuart Hansen.



